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When news of the catastrophe reached Madras, an
expedition was about to be sent into the Deccan for the
dive sent purpose of expelling- the French, whose author-
to Bengal, ity with the subadar had been shaken by the
timid policy of Dupleix's successors. The expedition was
of course abandoned, and the troops intended to serve on
it were placed under the command of Clive and despatched
to Bengal with a small squadron under Admiral Watson,
wliich happened to be lying off the coast.
Early in 1757 Calcutta was recovered, and the native
town of Hooghly stormed and sacked. This act of de-
fiance enraged the Nabob, who had retired to
recovered, his capital Moorshedabad, not imagining that
defeated ^e English would dare to invade his dominions.
February 4, Collecting an army of 40,000 men, Surajah
I7S7"	Dowlah marched on Calcutta, where he was
attacked and defeated by Clive. He now became as
frightened as he had been arrogant before, and was
ready to promise anything ; while Clive, having learnt that
England and France were at war, and fearing lest, the
French should join the Nabob, as they would probably
have done had Dupleix been at Pondiche'ry, deemed it
advisable to grant him peace in order to gain time to
attack the French settlement of Chandernagore on the
Hooghly.
Chandernagcre fell after a stout resistance, and Clive
was able to prosecute his designs without fear of inter-
„	f ruption from a rival such as had foiled Dupleix
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Chander- in the Carnatic. His instructions required him
Owedecidcs to return to Madras in April, but he knew that,
to remain in if he retired with his troops, Surajah Dowlah
enga" would never observe the treaty. Small reliance
had been placed on his promises at the first, and it
had since been discovered that he had been imploring'
Bussy to march from the Deccan to his relief. Clive

